Sirhowy Challenge 2012
A fine day and a smooth flat opening section ensured a bunched fast start in this year’s Challenge. It took the following long climb up a muddy track for fell running fitness to work its effect and start to split the bunch. Eventual first and second placers Sean Taylor and Mark Palmer both from Mynydd Du were first to ease away from the leading group, and at the summit mast a few seconds’ gap separated each of the first half dozen runners. 

Meanwhile  leading woman, Chepstow’s Niki Morgan, arrived at the mast with a fair lead over pursuers Mynydd Du’s Angela Jones and Chepstow’s Vanessa Lawson. “I was in the lead for about three quarters of the race I think” said Niki afterwards.”When I looked across at the chasing women on the summit turn, I realised that, barring injury, I should be able to hold them off.”
As the descend unfolded Sean gradually extended his lead over Mark to just under a minute. Chepstow’s Matt Stott emerged from some direction confusion at a sharp bend near the bottom to claim third place over Steve Old and Cardiff Harlequin’s Ben Moon.

Sean and Mark were joined by 6th placer Richard Johnson in the winning Mynydd Du team. Chepstow’s first three women Niki, Vanessa and Lou Summers were disappointed to learn there wasn’t a women’s prize. Maybe next year?

This race attracts runners from all disciplines and is growing in popularity by the year. Organisers Islwyn Runners deserve credit for a consistently good event.
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